
Minutes of the 2019 Annual Session of 
Independence Baptist Association 

 

October 21, 2019 

Brenham’s First Baptist Church, Brenham, TX 

Presiding over the meeting was Moderator Chris Bruce, pastor of First Baptist Church, Lexington, TX. 

Chris Bruce Welcomed everyone and Seated the Messengers. 

Reports: 

 BGCT, Ed Dyer brought the report of all the things happening with Texas Baptists 

 SBTC, Gordon Knight reported on the Disaster Relief efforts happening all over the state from Franklin to El Paso 

and returning to Vidor to help clean up from the flooding there. 

 BSO Blinn, Matthew Glaze reported on all the students and programs reaching out to students at Blinn College. 

 Miracle Farms, Gina Wilimitis shared what a challenge this year has been and the blessings that the boys have 

received this year through the Pardners Round up and the DNOW program in September. 

 Highland Lakes Camp, Danny Dandy brought a report on the number of campers that have been to Highland 

lakes this year and their vision for next year. 

 Texas Baptist Men, John Travis Smith was very excited to be addressing Independence Association, he is a 

product of this Association and still working with them. 

 Texas A&M BSM, Joel Bratcher reported that BSM is working to reach out to the students at A&M through Bible 

Studies and programs targeting those wanting discipleship. 

 FIRM Baptist Area, Director of Missions, Pat Knowlton reported on a busy year of familiarizing with the Area that 

reaches from Lorena to Belville and McDade to Easterly with 85 Churches and Pastors. Evaluating the way FIRM works 

with the Churches and in the Associations. Moving forward, we are planning and preparing for new Missions focus in the 

Associations, partnership possibilities with rural mountain churches in Colorado, new missions opportunities within 

FIRM, like VBS teams to go to small, older churches to put on backyard Bible Clubs across the Area and looking for 

projects that cross the borders of the associations to help one another. Planning for the ability to work with the River 

Ministry on the Texas border.  

Business Meeting: 

 Approval of Minutes from 2018, was passed unanimously. 

 2020 Slate off officers presented. Darren Donaldson asked to fill the Vice Moderator with Ross Shelton from 

Brenham’s First Baptist Church. Larry Fitzgerald declined being the Music Festival Coordinator, leaving that position 

open.  Ross Shelton will automatically take a position on the FIRM Area Board as the Vice Moderator, replacing Ruben 

Burguete, who is returning to Mexico Nov. 11,2019. 

With these changes, the motion was made and 2nd with a unanimous vote to accept this new slate of officers. 

 Budget Report, presented by Darren Donaldson, was accepted with a unanimous vote. 

 2020 Budget Recommendation was presented by Darren Donaldson. With Corrections as follows: VBS Clinic, 

$1,000 ; Hispanic Fellowship, $1,000 ; Eliminating Music Ministry, as we have never used funds from this line item. 

Mission Dignity, $6,000 ; Miscellaneous, $560.  

 Before voting on this budget Darren showed a short video from Mission Dignity informing how they offer funds 

for retired Pastors and their widows to help them when they were not able to make ends meet in retirement. 

 The vote to accept the 2020 Budget was approved unanimously. 

2020 Calendar recommendation was accepted…A place and preacher committee was appointed consisting of 

Darren Donaldson, Corby Brisendine and Tim Lee, to meet during dinner. 



Break for Dinner, graciously served by Brenham’s First Baptist Church, Sandwiches, chips, dessert and drinks. 

The Place and preacher committee presented that they were going to ask FBC Giddings to host the 2020 

Meeting and have Casey Goetz preach with an alternate meeting place of Lee County Cowboy Church and Mel McKinney 

be the alternate preacher. 

DOM, Dr. Patrick Knowlton shared “Noah, the Worst Preacher Ever!” Genesis 6:9. Noah’s Character was 

righteous even though everyone else on the earth was thinking only of themselves. Noah was a righteous man, the only 

blameless person living on the earth at the time.  He walked closely with God. Found favor in with the Lord. We should 

all follow Noah’s example. 

Noah’s Commitment was strong. He was not able to go to Lowes to purchase wood for this Ark that no one had 

ever seen or built before. He worked for about 100 years cutting trees, building and preaching. Not one person changed 

their mind because Noah told them what was going to happen.  

God gave the best Covenant! The rainbow! He will never destroy the earth with rain again! 

Don’t give up just because you don’t have people busting down your church doors, your Baptisms are few. Be 

obedient to what God has called you to do, even when it’s hard.  

Introduction of 2020 Officers, prayer for everyone and dismissal. 

 

Approximate number in attendance: 45 


